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THE WORLD IS MY PARISH (1):

WORLD MISSION IN THE METHODIST SPIRIT



Bishop Butler: “Sir, the pretending to extraordinary 

revelations and gifts of the Holy Spirit is a horrid 

thing; yes, sir, it is a very horrid thing …. You have no 

business here; you are not commissioned to preach in 

this diocese: therefore I advise you to go hence.”



Journal (Jan 1, 1739): “About three in the morning, as we 

were continuing instant in prayer, the power of God came 

mightily upon us, insomuch that many cried out for 

exceeding joy, and many fell to the ground. As soon as we 

were recovered a little from that awe and amazement at 

the presence of his Majesty, we broke out with one voice, 

‘We praise thee, O God; we acknowledge thee to be the 

Lord.’”



Daniel R. Jennings, The Supernatural Occurrences of 

John Wesley, 2012.

(Access & download at: 

http://danielrjennings.org/tsoojw2.pdf)

http://danielrjennings.org/tsoojw2.pdf


Letter to James Hervey

“I look upon all the world as my parish; thus far I mean, 

that, in whatever part of it I am, I judge it meet, right, and 

my bounden duty, to declare unto all that are willing to 

hear, the glad news of salvation. This is the work which I 

know God has called me to; and sure I am, that his blessing 

attends it.” 



“The General Spread of the Gospel” (1783)

The eschatological vision of what God is working 

towards: 

“The earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord, 

as the waters cover the sea.” 

(Isa 11:9)



Because of widespread nominalism in Europe, both the 

baptised heathen in England and the unbaptised unbeliever 

in Africa or China needed the gospel.

“In this view of the preacher’s task, there is no place for a 

special category of ‘cross-cultural’ or even ‘overseas’ 

mission.” 

(Andrew F. Walls)



“The Church exists by mission, just as a fire exists by 

burning. Where there is no mission, there is no 

Church; and where there is neither Church nor 

mission, there is no faith.” (Emil Brunner)

Wesley saw Methodism as mission, PERIOD!



Methodist Overseas ministry began soon after the revival 

started:

1738 Revival began

1757 Methodism goes to Antigua, West Indies

1768 America

1792 Sierra Leone

1814 Sri Lanka & Australia

1818 Founding of the Wesleyan Methodist 

Missionary Society. By then Methodism was 

in every continent except South America.



Howard Snyder: Elements of Wesley’s Mission Theology

• The redemption and restoration of the image of God

• God’s prevenient grace everywhere going before us in mission

• Salvation involves the healing of the whole created order: the individual 

person, communities, cultures and environment

• “Christian perfection” means the maturing of our character to be like 

Christ

• The final restoration of all things in Christ, i.e. the eschatological goal



METHODISM AND MISSIONS

John Wesley (1703-1791)

Francis Asbury (1745-1816)

Thomas Coke (1747-1814)

James Hudson Taylor (1832-1905)

David Hill (1840-1896) & Pastor Hsi Sheng-Mo (1835-1896).

E. Stanley Jones (1884-1973)

Waskom Pickett (1890-1981)





CONCLUDING THOUGHTS



(1) The world is my parish: 

Godly influence moves through time

Will we be faithful to what has been passed down to 

us as Methodists?

And what will we ourselves pass down to those who 

come after us?



(2) The world is my parish: 

Methodism is mission embodied

Is our Methodism, or more precisely, our church, a 

mission movement, or are we a human organization 

with a mission society?

Is the whole church on fire, or is it only the tiny 

minority called missionaries burning with passion for 

Christ? 



(3) The world is my parish: 

Going wherever the Spirit leads? 

But George Hunter ask: Have Methodists turn “The 

world is my parish” into “The parish is my world”?

Are we going forth to proclaim the Gospel of Christ 

wherever God sends us?



(4) The world is my parish: 

What would it cost?

Wherever you look in Methodist history, from John 

Wesley to Asbury and Coke, or to Hudson Taylor or 

Pastor Hsi, you can be sure of one thing: There aren’t 

no free lunches!


